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Notice of Receipt of Petition for Decision that 
Nonconforming 2004 Lamborghini Gallardo Passenger Cars Are 

Eligible for Importation 

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, DOT 

ACTION: Notice of receipt of petition for decision that 

nonconforming 2004 Lamborghini Gallardo passenger cars are 

eligible for importation. 

SUMMARY: This document announces receipt by the National 

Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) of a petition for 

a decision that 2004 Lamborghini Gallardo passenger cars that 

were not originally manufactured to comply with all applicable 

Federal motor vehicle safety standards are eligible for 

importation into the United States because (1) they are 

substantially similar to vehicles that were originally 

manufactured for importation into and sale in the United States 

and that were certified by their manufacturer as complying with 

the safety standards, and (2) they are capable of being readily 

altered to conform to the standards. 

DATE: The closing date for comments on the petition is [30 

days after publication in the Federal Register]. 

ADDRESS: Comments should refer to the docket number and notice 

number, and be submitted to: Docket Management, Room PL-401, 

400 Seventh St., SW, Washington, DC 20590. [Docket hours are 

from 9 am to 5 pm]. Anyone is able to search the electronic 
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form of all comments received into any of our dockets by the 

name of the individual submitting the comment (or signing the 

comment, if submitted on behalf of an association, business, 

labor union, etc.). You may review DOT'S complete Privacy Act 

Statement in the Federal Register published on April 11, 2000 

(Volume 65, Number 70; Pages 19477-78) or you may visit 

http://dms.dot.gov. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Coleman Sachs, Office of 

Vehicle Safety Compliance, NHTSA (202-366-3151). 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

Under 49 U.S.C. § 30141(a) (1) (A), a motor vehicle that was 

not originally manufactured to conform to all applicable 

Federal motor vehicle safety standards shall be refused 

admission into the United States unless NHTSA has decided that 

the motor vehicle is substantially similar to a motor vehicle 

originally manufactured for importation into and sale in the 

United States, certified under 49 U.S.C. § 30115, and of the 

same model year as the model of the motor vehicle to be 

compared, and is capable of being readily altered to conform 

to all applicable Federal motor vehicle safety standards. 

Petitions for eligibility decisions may be submitted by 

either manufacturers or importers who have registered with 

NHTSA pursuant to 49 CFR Part 592. As specified in 49 CFR 

593.7, NHTSA publishes notice in the Federal Register of each 

http://dms.dot.gov
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petition that it receives, and affords interested persons an 

opportunity to comment on the petition. At the close of the 

comment period, NHTSA decides, on the basis of the petition 

and any comments that it has received, whether the vehicle is 

eligible for importation. The agency then publishes this 

decision in the Federal Register. 

Automobile Concepts , Inc. ('AMC" ) , of North Miami, Florida 

(Registered Importer 01-278) has petitioned NHTSA to decide 

whether nonconforming 2004 Lamborghini Gallardo passenger cars 

are eligible for importation into the United States. The 

vehicles which AMC believes are substantially similar are 2004 

Lamborghini Gallardo passenger cars that were manufactured for 

importation into, and sale in, the United States and certified 

by their manufacturer as conforming to all applicable Federal 

motor vehicle safety standards. 

The petitioner claims that it carefully compared non-U.S. 

certified 2004 Lamborghini Gallardo passenger cars to their 

U.S.-certified counterparts, and found the vehicles to be 

substantially similar with respect to compliance with most 

Federal motor vehicle safety standards. 

AMC submitted information with its petition intended to 

demonstrate that non-U.S. certified 2004 Lamborghini Gallardo 

passenger cars, as originally manufactured, conform to many 

Federal motor vehicle safety standards in the same manner as 
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their U.S. certified counterparts, or are capable of being 

readily altered to conform to those standards. 

Specifically, the petitioner claims that non-U.S. certified 

2004 Lamborghini Gallardo passenger cars are identical to their 

U.S. certified counterparts with respect to compliance with 

Standard Nos. 102 Transmission Shift Lever Sequence, Starter 

Interlock, and Transmission Braking Effect, 103 Windshield 

Defrosting and Defogging Systems, 104 Windshield Wiping and 

Washing Systems, 106 Brake Hoses, 109 New Pneumatic Tires, 

113 Hood Latch System, 116 Motor Vehicle Brake Fluids, 

124 Accelerator Control Systems, 135 Passenger Car Brake 

Systems, 201 Occupant Protection in Interior Impact, 202 Head 

Restraints, 204 Steering Control Rearward Displacement, 

205 Glazing Materials, 206 Door Locks and Door Retention 

Components, 207 Seating Systems, 212 Windshield Mounting, 

214 Side Impact Protection, 216 Roof Crush Resistance, 

219 Windshield Zone Intrusion, 301 Fuel System Integrity, 

302 Flammability of Interior Materials, and 401 Interior Trunk 

Release. 

In addition, the petitioner claims that the vehicles comply 

with the Bumper Standard found in 49 CFR Part 581. 

The petitioner also contends that the vehicles are capable 

of being readily altered to meet the following standards, in 

the manner indicated: 
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Standard No. 101 Controls and Displays: installation of a 

U.S.-model instrument cluster. U.S. version software must also 

be downloaded to meet the requirements of this standard. 

Standard No. 108 Lamps, Reflective Devices and Associated 

Equipment: inspection of all vehicles and replacement of the 

following with U.S.-model components on vehicles not already so 

equipped: (a) headlamp assemblies; and (b) rear side marker 

lamps that incorporate rear side-mounted reflex reflectors 

Standard No. 110 Tire Selection and Rims: installation of 

a tire information placard. 

Standard No. 111 Rearview Mirrors: installation of a U.S.- 

model passenger side rearview mirror, or inscription of the 

required warning statement on the face of that mirror. 

Standard No. 114 Theft Protection: installation of U.S. 

version software to meet the requirements of this standard. 

Standard No. 118 Power-Operated Window, Partition, and Roof 

Panel Systems: installation of U.S. version software, or 

installation of a supplemental relay system to meet the 

requirements of this standard. 

Standard No. 208 Occupant Crash Protection: (a) 

installation of U.S. version software, or installation of a 

supplemental buzzer system to ensure that the seat belt warning 

system conforms to the requirements of this standard, and (b) 

inspection of all vehicles and replacement of any non U.S.- 

model components necessary to meet the requirements of this 
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standard with U.S.-model components on vehicles that are not 

already so equipped. 

Petitioner states that the restraint systems used at the 

front outboard seating positions include airbags and knee 

bolsters as well as combination lap and shoulder belts. These 

seat belt systems are self-tensioning and release by means of a 

single red pushbutton. 

Standard No. 209 Seat Belt Assemblies: inspection of all 

vehicles and replacement of any non-U.S.-model seat belts with 

U.S.-model components on vehicles that are not already so 

equipped. 

Standard No. 210 Seat Belt Assembly Anchorages: inspection 

of all vehicles and replacement of any non-U.S.-model seat belt 

anchorages with U.S.-model components on vehicles that are not 

already so equipped. 

Standard No. 225 Child Restraint Anchorage Systems: 

installation of U.S.-model child seat tether anchorage for the 

passenger seat. 

The petitioner additionally states that a vehicle 

identification plate must be affixed to the vehicles near the 

left windshield post to meet the requirements of 49 CFR Part 

565. 

Interested persons are invited to submit comments on the 

petition described above. Comments should refer to the docket 

number and be submitted to: Docket Management, Room PL-401, 
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400 Seventh St., SW, Washington, DC 20590. [Docket hours are 

from 9 am to 5 pm]. It is requested but not required that 10 

copies be submitted. 

All comments received before the close of business on the 

closing date indicated above will be considered, and will be 

available for examination in the docket at the above address 

both before and after that date. To the extent possible, 

comments filed after the closing date will also be considered. 

Notice of final action on the petition will be published in the 

Federal Register pursuant to the authority indicated below. 

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 30141(a) (1) (A) and (b) (1); 49 CFR 

593.8; delegations of authority at 49 CFR 1.50 and 501.8. 

Issued on: 

Claude H. Harris 
Director, Office of Vehicle 
Safety Compliance 

Billing Code: 4910-59-P 
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Registered Importer 01-278 

i 
TO: i 
Ad mi $I istra to r 
Natioqal Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
Rood  61 I 7  
400 7y Street SW 
Wwshjngton, DC, 20590 
Attn YEF-32 Import Eligibility 

1 
; 
ii 

Dear Yr. Stevens: 
f 

R 

08/06/04 

1 
We arb asking to grant a Pebhon for a 2004 Lamborghini Gallardo manufactured befween 01/2004 and 
12/2Uq4 MY 2004 

I 
The fc(llowi17g is the basis for this petition: The Petifion is ifltendad to detam.rine if tha vehicle can 
be rnobdifJed in order to comply with all appliceble US FMVSS 

1 

Part 593.6b1 ri1 

The vehicle for which a determination is sought is the 2004 Lamborghini Gallardo 
VIN f qHWGEI 1S44LA01026 which was originally manufactur-636 for the European markel 

i I 

wilt be corrected in exiting and future Campaigns and proof will be submltted in the Compliance 
there a currently no recalls listed with NHTSA. 
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Part 593.6 pJJTJ 

The vehicle which is substantially similar to the petition vehicle is the Lamborghini Gallardo US version. 

Part 593.6 tal f32 

The vehicle which we believe to be substantially similar is manufactured for Sale for the US and it was 
certified to meet all applicable FMVSS in effect at the time of manufacture. The non-conforming model 
was not listed on the acrfipW!cf nQT list in 55 FR 219, pp 218, 171 18ff, or thc updstes that have been 
published. 

The following outline presents data, views, and arguments to show that Our Vehicle is capable of being 
readily modified to comply with applicable FMVSS. All statements concerning compliance of Our Vehicle 
with applicable FMVSS, or modifications required to enable our Vehicles to comply with applicable 
FMvsS, are the result of a detailed inspection, investigation and research with available literature 
comparing our Vehicle with the U S .  Companion Model 

_FMVSS 101 
Except as listed below our vehicle meets meet the requirements of this FMVSS in the same manner as 
the U.S. Companion Model, 
I-he toilowing Modifications have lo be made in order to comply with all requirements of this Standard 

Replace the Instrument Cluster that the face shows in miles as well a$ the required "Brake" symbol, as 
well as Software wlll be required in order to M l y  comply with the requirements of this Standard. 

US Part number # 400920900A 

FMVSS 102 

The markings, starter interlock, shift pattern, brake effect and other components necessary to meet the 
requirements of this FMVSS are identical to those found in the US. Companion Model. 

ElwsuQA 
The windshield defrosting and defogging system is identical to that found in the U.S. Companion Model, 

FMVSS '104 

The windshield wiping and washing systems are identical to those found in the U.S. Companion Model. 

FMVSS I06  

The brake hases are identical to those found in the U.S. Companion Modcl. 
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FMVSS 108 

All lamps. reflwtive devices and associated equipment are identical to those found in the US. 
Companion Model, except rear U S  Side markers with incorporated reflex reflectors and Headlights have 
to be installed in order to fully comply with the requirements of this standard, 

US Headlights /Part number # 401-941003 A # 401- 941004A 

US Side markers /Part number # 400-945119 A # 400-945120A 

,FMVSS I O 9  

Our rnadel t;uriies equipped with tlres, which meet the requirernenk of this FMVSS and bcar thc “DOT” 
symbol and required markings, identical to that found on the U.S. Companion Model. 

FMVSS I I O  

A Tire information placard must be affixed to our Model In order to comply fully with the requitt=~rierits of 
this Standard. 

FMVSS 11 1 

The Drivers side and inside rear view mirrors meet the requirements of this FMVSS, identical to those 
found in the U . S .  Companion Model. However, The Passenger side rearview mirror does not comply with 
thie FMVSS and will be modified by permanently etching the mirrnr with the statement” Objects In Mirror 
Are Closer Than They Appear“, or replacing the Mirror with its U S  Part. 
Part number # 40Q-857536C 

PMVSS 113 

The Hood latch System is identical to that found in the U.S. Companion Model and complies with all 
requirements of FMVSS 113. 
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I 
Our 

;I 

Ve’iicle came equipped with head restraints that are identical to those found in the U.S Companion 

AMC 
I 
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I 
1 
1 
i 

FMVSS 114 
x 

A key1 warning Buzzer must be added Lo bring the  vehicle into compliance with the requirements of this 
rd this will be done in programming the Instrument cluster to US version 

FMVSS I 1  6 
-E 
Our v$iir;le comes equipped wIth DOT approved brake fluid, and the top for the  Master Cylinder is 

d with t h e  required “DOT brake fluid and “DOT” brake fluid information. 

FMVSS i 118 

7 
a The pQwer window system has to be modified in order to comply with t h e  regulations of FMVSS 116 by 
repro ramming the Vehicle’s Computer to US Mode or adding a relay to the power wtndow System 

1 
FMVSS 124 
The a ‘celerator control system has two sources of energy, identical to that found in the U.S. Companion 
Mode! and therefore, meets the requirements of FMVSS 124. 

E 
k 

FMVSS 135 

The hddraulic brake system and the parking brake systems are identical to those found in the U.S, 
Cornpqnion Model. 

I_(r___ 

\ 

FMVSS 201 
-i 
The in( rior components covered by FMVSS 201 are identical to those found in the U.S. Companion 
Model 

A 
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FMVSS 204 

The steering column, shaft, and parts applicable to this Standard are identical to those found in the U. S. 
Companion Model, and therefore, comply with the requirements of this Standard. 

I y V S S  208 
The glass and glaring materials are identical to those found in the U.S. Cornpanion Model, and therefore, 
comply with the requirements of this Standard 

FMVSS 206 

The door locks and door retention components are identical to those found in the  U.S. Cornpanion Model, 
and therefore. comply with the requirements of FMVSS 206. 

FMVSS 207 

The seating system components are identical to those found in the U.S. Companion Model, and therefore 
comply with the requirements of this Standard 

FMYSS 208 

Our Vehicle came equipped with a passive restraint system consist of dual Airbags and knee bolsters, 
they dl=rCr arb equipped with combination lap end shoulder bclts at thc outboard front -seating Position as 
found In the U S .  Companion Models. The belt systems are self-tensioning and are released by means of 
a single red push button Ali incoming vehicles have to be inspected for Compliance and if necessary all 
Parts not bearing US Part Numbers must be replaced in order to comply 

Our vehicle was not equipped with a warning buzzer for the seatbelt therefore this has to be programmed 
or installed in order to fully meet t h e  requ~rernerils d ftirb Standard. 

FMVSS 209 

AH seat belts have to be inspected and If necessary all none compliant Parts have to be replaced with US 
Parts. 
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FMVSS 2 I O  

Tilt: SWdt beit anchorages have to be inspected and if necessary all none compliant parts have to be 
replaced with US Parts. 

FMVSS 212 

I-ne Wind shield mounting components and engineering required to meet the requirement are identical to 
those found in the US Companion Models and therefore meet the requirements of this Standard 

FMSS 214 

Our Vehicle came equipped with original door beams, and therefore, meets the requirements of FMVSS 
214. 

FMVSS 216 

Our Vehicle comas equipped with a body and support structure and components that are identical to 
those found in the US.  Companion model, and therefore, meets the requirements of this Standard, 

FMVSS 21 9 

Our Vehicle comes equipped with components, applicable to FMVSS 21 9, which are identical to those 
found in the U , S .  companion Model. 

FMVSS 225 

Our vehicle was not equipped with a chiid tether anchorage therefore all US Parts will be installed in order 
to fully with the requirements of this Standard . 

FMVSS 301 

Our vehicle comes equipped with a rollover valve therefore no modifications will be required for this 
Standard 

FMVSS 302 

The interior materials and components covered by FMVSS 302, are identical to those found in the US.  
Companion Model, and therefore, meat t h e  requirciiieritu of this Standarcl. 
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FMVSS 401 

Our vehicle came equipped with an "Interior Trunk" release in the same manner as the US comparisment 
vehicle , therefore no modification will be required. 

49 CFR PART 541 

NIA 

418 CFR Part 505 
A VIN plate, which must be readable from the driver's windshield pillar from outside, must be installed. 
The VlN plate must contain the wording "Substitute for US.  VIN" and reference " 49 CFR Part 565 +', In 
addition, a certification label must be affixed to the  edge of the driver's side door or to the latch post 
nearest the driver 

49 CFR Part 581 

Our vehicle came equipped with bumpers and support structures complied with the requirement of this 
Standard. 

49 CFR Part 567 

In order to comply with the requirements of Part 567, a certification label will be affixed to the drivers side 
door jam with the certification information required by part 567. 


